
CONFERENCE WEBSITE 

Information on the conference is available on the 
conference website: 
http://www.stat.si/StatisticniDnevi/?lang=en. 
 

VENUE 

The conference will take place in the congress hall of 
Terme Radenci, while round tables will be held in the 
conference room Vrelec next to the congress hall and 
poster presentations in the lobby in front of the congress 
hall.  

Please book the hotel room yourselves. For information 
regarding the hotel and booking, see the conference 
website. 

 

LANGUAGE 

The languages used at the conference will be Slovene 
and English. Interpretation services will be provided.  
 

REGISTRATION 

Please register via the conference website. 
  
GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING THE PAPERS 

Please take into account the guidelines for preparing 
papers published on the conference website.  

Send the papers together with the required information on 
the author/s to stat-d.surs@gov.si. Please write also 
whether you intend to present your contribution in the 
form of a lecture (with a PPT presentation) or as a 
poster.  

The organisers reserve the right to decline the papers 
that significantly deviate from the guidelines. Please take 
into account that authors are responsible for the 
language revision of their papers. 
 

DEADLINES 

Draft summary: by 30 June 2010 

The authors will receive from the organisers a note on the 
inclusion of their paper into the program: by 31 Aug. 2010 

Final version of the summary: by 15 September 2010 

Final version of the paper & presentation: by 22 Oct. 2010 

Please respect the deadlines, otherwise there is no 
guarantee that your paper will be included in the program 
and published. By submitting the paper, the author agrees 
that the selected presentation and paper will be published 
on the conference website and in the Book of Abstracts, 
which will be given to conference participants. 

INFORMATION 

Additional information on the conference is available on 
the conference website. You can also write to: 

Statistical Days 2010 
Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia 
Vožarski pot 12 
1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 

or send an e-mail to: stat-d.surs@gov.si. 
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Measuring the well-being 
and the progress of society – 
 

Challenges in using and 
understanding the data 
 
Discussions on the measurement of the well-being of 
people and the progress of societies are becoming 
particularly important in the time of global crisis and 
efforts to find a way out of it. The OECD put this issue at 
the centre of global attention already several years ago 
by setting up a global project entitled Measuring the 
Progress of Societies and committing to (1) set priorities 
in this area, (2) develop measurement, methods and 
tools and (3) improve policy-making.  

In 2009 the European Commission organised a 
discussion on the issue of GDP and beyond – Measuring 
progress in a changing world. The main purpose was to 
discuss the need for supplementing the existing data on 
economic activity with other measure.  

To improve the data support for decision-making by the 
general public and policy-makers, the Commission 
proposed five main actions: (1) complementing GDP 
with environmental and social indicators, (2) near real-
time information for decision-making, (3) more accurate 
reporting on distribution and inequalities, (4) developing 
a European Sustainable Development Scoreboard and 
(5) extending national accounts to environmental and 
social issues. 

In its final report in October 2009 the Stiglitz-Sen-
Fitoussi Commission gave many recommendations, 
which, however, do not refer only to statistical offices but 
also to decision-makers and political leaders, policy-
makers, the media and the scientific and research 
community. According to the Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi 
Commission, the definition of well-being is relatively 
broad and can cover material living standards, health, 
education, personal activities, political voice and 
governance, social connections and relationships, 
environment (present and future conditions), and 
insecurity of an economic as well as physical nature. 

The mentioned initiatives at the international level have 
coincided with the start of discussions on the future 
development of Slovenia. 

 

 

 

What are the challenges for official statistics?  
The main challenge is how to preserve relevance, 
credibility and users’ trust. The expectations of the users 
are very high, but financial and human resources are 
limited. This is why the Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi report 
recommends to governments to provide relevant 
resources for statistical offices. 

As regards statistical offices, recommendations may be 
combined into three areas: (1) issues related to GDP, (2) 
quality of life and (3) sustainable development and the 
environment.  

On the basis of all these initiatives, the European 
Statistical System took the initiative to establish a 
sponsorship group for measuring progress, well-being 
and sustainable development in which the Statistical 
Office of the Republic of Slovenia will be actively 
involved. The group will prepare a document with short-
term and long-term priorities of implementing the 
mentioned recommendations. 

Among the short-term priorities, the focus is primarily on 
providing high quality data on the basis of more detailed 
analyses, wider use and dissemination of available EU 
statistics. A strategy will be prepared for meeting other 
recommendations in the medium and long term. In doing 
this the principle of costs and benefits will be strictly 
adhered to. The final report will be produced in 2011.  

The Statistical Office is also actively involved in the 
discussions of the future development of Slovenia. Its 
task is, having regard to the fundamental principles of 
official statistics and the above mentioned 
recommendations, to provide the best possible data 
support for all discussions and in cooperation with the 
other stakeholders to supplement the existing data with 
an adequate system of indicators for measuring well-
being.  

In addition to financial and human resource limitations, 
official statistics are facing several challenges such as 
(1) improving methodologies and coverage of areas 
such as wealth, volume of government output, time use, 
perception of happiness and satisfaction of people (2) 
improving methods for collecting qualitative data, 
forming composite indicators, inclusion of quality 
changes in products and services (3) greater 
responsibility for better data presentation, prevention of 
misuse and greater cooperation with analysts and 
researchers and (4) improving communication of 
information to the media and wider public and thereby 
maintaining confidence in statistical information.  

This year’s Statistical Days, the 20
th

 statistical 
conference in Radenci, will address these challenges 
with a meeting of Slovenian and foreign representatives 
of all stakeholders responsible for providing relevant, 
timely and high quality support to all data users. 

 

KEY CONFERENCE TOPICS 

The conference will be held in three sessions, with 
poster sessions and round tables taking place at the 
same time. 

A. In the panel discussion on the measurement of 
well-being the invited representatives of users and 
producers of statistics will exchange their views on:  
• Definition of well-being  

• Well-being indicators and their relevance to users  

• Challenges facing national statistical offices to meet the 
recommendations concerning the measurement of well-
being 

• Role of scientific and research communities 

• Importance of communication for proper use of data  

• Responsibility of statisticians for understanding data  

B. Innovative approaches to measuring and 
analysing data on well-being of people and progress 
of society 
• Aspects of well-being: material standard, health, education, 

activity status of population, political participation, 
management, social networks and relationships in society, 
environment, economic and financial security  

• Satellite accounts 

• Time use survey – use of data 

• Qualitative and composite indicators 

C. Good practice of co-operation of stakeholders in 
preparing and using indicators  
• Use of data, determining indicators for monitoring strategies 

and policies, determining goals and their monitoring 

• Publishing and communicating indicators  

Round tables (parallel to sessions) 
• Dissemination of seasonally adjusted data (seasonal 

adjustment methods, communication, standardisation) 

• Co-operation with the scientific and research community 
(institutes, universities) in providing data. 

Poster sessions (parallel to sessions) 
Contributions in the form of posters can present areas and 
achievements which are not necessarily related to the main 
conference topic but which will inform participants about various 
interesting topics and innovative approaches in other areas. 


